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MINUTES THE TWENTY-EIGHTH MEETING THE 
MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
ATLANTIC CITY, 


MONDAY, MAY 25, 1925 

The twenty-eight annual meeting was called order 1.30 
M., May 25, 1925, the President, Dr. Wylde, the 
Marlborough-Blenheim Hotel. 

The minutes the previous meeting were approved printed. 

The report the Secretary was read and approved, also the 
Treasurer’s report. 

report the Finance Committee was made. 

Report the Executive Committee was read Miss 
rence absence Mr. Fisher, the Chairman. 

Reported: 

New 
New 

Reported only one meeting held the Executive Committee 
immediately following the last meeting. 

Suggested Miss Noyes that either call meeting round 
robin letter used method conducting the business the 
Executive Committee. Miss Noves also suggested that some 
record the actions this Committee from time time kept 
the Archives the Association. 

Report the Manager the Exchange, Miss Noyes, followed. 

Distribution the material very difficult, there being 
many calls for the same thing, and another difficulty that some 
take from the Exchange, but not give. Discussion followed 
Mr. Gilchrist, Mr. Robert, Mrs. Hibbard, Mr. Ballard and Dr. 
Wylde. 

Miss Noyes suggested that there “open-hearted feeling” 


-on the part some the larger libraries. Mr. Ballard said 


must charge for his duplicates when purchased his library 
collection and these must sold order get the money back, 
therefore was building exchange the cash basis with 
seven eight libraries. Mr. Ballard asked for Committee 
work out the problems the Exchange and suggested perhaps the 
by-laws might amended make distribution otherwise than 
now stands the Constitution. 

Moved Miss Loomis, and seconded Miss Noyes, that 
committee appointed the President report the Executive 
Committee during the year the management the Exchange 
and that this report submitted all members. Carried. 

Committee appointed: 

Mr. Gilchrist, 
Miss Noyes, 
Miss Loomis, 
Miss Lawrence. 


Election officers followed: 

President—Dr. Tice, Chicago. 
Vice-President—Dr. John Ruhrah, Baltimore. 
Secretary—Miss Harriet Wilson, Chicago. 
Treasurer—+Dr. McGlannan, Baltimore. 

Dr. Wylde asked that resolution drawn and sent 
Dr. Ruhrah regretting his resignation treasurer and congratulat- 
ing him his years service the Association. Moved and 
carried. 

Election the Executive Committee followed, 

Mr. Robert, 
Miss Margaret Brinton, 
Mr. Charles Frankenberger. 
Finance Committee last year re-elected, 
Dr. Bishop, 
Dr. George Kober, 
Dr. William Browning, 
Dr. Roy Crummer, 
Dr. George Crile. 

New business was taken next. 

Report Mr. Frankenberger was made for his committee 
the foreign periodicals. 

Suggested action taken reprint copies foreign 
periodicals here the International Copyright law was not now 
existence. Discussion followed Miss Loomis, Miss Biethan, 
Dr. Wylde, Mr. Harding the impossibility their libraries 
withdrawing foreign subscription. 

Miss Noyes proposed and Mr. Frankenberger moved com- 
mittee appointed make investigation into this matter and 
questionnaire sent all libraries and that the Executive Com- 
mittee given power act the outcome. Carried. 


Mr. Robert and Mr. Frankenberger were appointed the. 


President audit the finances the Association. Report accepted. 

Mr. Ballard moved that the Publication Committee con- 
tinued the same last year. Seconded and carried. 

Mr. Frankenberger moved that the special committee last 
year for the protest against the high prices German publications 
discharged. Seconded and carried. 

Miss Noyes entered protest and requested placed the 
minutes the meeting, against the publication the Boston 
Medical Library Classification the Boston Medical Library 
rather than the Medical Library Association, and quoted from the 
stenographer’s notes the Baltimore meeting substantiate the 
protest. 

Discussion followed Mr. Ballard. 

action taken. 

First paper the program was Library reference service, 
Miss Loomis, followed discussion Miss Wildes, Mr. Ballard, 


Mr. Frankenberger, Dr. Taylor, Miss Noyes, Miss Lawrence, Miss 
Wilson, Miss Tye, Mr. Harding, Mr. Gilchrist, Miss Loomis, 
closing. 

Dr. William Mayo, Rochester, Minnesota, gave most 
interesting talk medical libraries general and the Library 
the Mayo Clinic, their aim, scope and purpose. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Dinner one the banquet rooms the Marlborough-Blen- 
heim was served 7.30, with the speaker the evening, Dr. 
Horace Brown, and his wife, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, our 
guests. Forty-three attended. After dinner adjourned the 
assembly room and listened most interesting address Dr. 
Brown “The Non-Medical Books the Ancient and Medieval 
Writers Aids the Study the History Medicine.” Meeting 


adjourned. 
TUESDAY, MORNING, MAY 26, 1925 

The meeting was called order the President 9.30 

Mr. Ballard asked for the discharge the special committees 
last year. action taken members these committees 
were not present. 

The program was continued follows: 

Practical Education the Student the Medical Library, 
Colonel Wylde. Discussion Miss Thies, Miss Loomis, Miss 
Noyes, Miss Lawrence, Miss Biethan, Mrs. Hibbard and Mrs. 
Nichols. 

Mr. Ballard’s paper followed “Special Training for Medical 
Librarianship,” with discussion Dr. Linsly Williams, Miss 
Brinton, Mr. Fisher and many others. 

Dr. Keen, Philadelphia, Chairman the Advisory 
Board the American Association for Medical Progress, Inc., 
spoke next the triumph science over disease and the progress 
experimental medicine using smallpox and scarlet fever 
examples. 

Meeting adjourned. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 26, 1925 

Meeting was called order 1.30 

most interesting paper Dr. Stewart Roberts, Atlanta, 
William Charles Wells, Charleston and London, was pre- 
sented, followed Library Plans and Planning Mr. Gilchrist, 
Rochester University. The problem future needs, due doub- 
ling libraries fifteen twenty years the present rate 
increase was much discussed Mr. Fisher, Miss Noyes, Mr. Ballard, 
Mr. Harding and Mr. Frankenberger. 

Miss Biethan’s paper, “Library Library Loans,” 
closed the program. Miss Biethan had made survey many 
the libraries and discussion Miss Hibbard, Mr. Fisher, Mr. 
Harding, Mr. Ballard, Mr. Frankenberger, Mr. Gilchrist and Colonel 


Wylde followed. 


Miss Noyes moved adjourn with vote thanks the 
officers for the program, also Marlborough-Blenheim for use 
the room for our meetings. Carried. 


Mr. Fisher moved vote thanks from the Association 
extended Colonel Wylde. Carried. 


Meeting adjourned. 


Those attendance the meeting were: 


Mr. James Ballard, Boston Medical Library. 

Dr. Noble Barnes, Washington, 

Miss Sue Biethan, University Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Miss Harriet Blogg, Baltimore, Md. 

Miss Minnie Wright Blogg, Johns Hopkins Hospital. 

Mrs. Esther Stone Bond, Exchange, Baltimore. 

Miss Margaret Brinton, Mayo Clinic. 

Mrs. Ruth Lee Briscoe, University Maryland. 

Mrs. Florence Brown, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Dr. Brown, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Dr. William Browning, Brooklyn, 

Miss Jean Cameron, McGill University, Montreal. 

Mrs. Carrie Cook, Luzerne Co. Medical Society, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
Miss Gertrude Cornfeld, Philadelphia. 

Miss Marjorie Darrach, Public Library. 

Mr. Charles Perry Fisher, College Physicians, Philadelphia. 
Dr. Bryce Fontaine, Memphis, Tenn. 

Miss Nettie Foster, Johns Hopkins Hospital. 

Mr. Charles Frankenberger, Medical Soc., County Kings, Brooklyn. 
Dr. Stella Gardner, Chicago, 

Mr. Donald Gilchrist, University Rochester. 

Miss Lily Hanvey, St. Louis Medical Society. 

Mr. Harding, Cleveland Medical Library Association. 

Mrs. Pearle Hedges, Vanderbilt University, Nashville. 

Mrs. Rosa Hibbard, Jackson Co. Medical Society, Kansas City. 
Dr. Keen, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. Edith Keller, Post Graduate Medical School, New York City. 
Miss Ella Lawrence, Washington University, St. Louis. 

Miss Metta Loomis, University Illinois, Chicago. 

Miss Mary Lynch, Pittsburgh Academy Medicine. 

Miss Catherine MacAuliff, Rush Medical Chicago. 

Mrs. Josephine Nichols, Cornell Medical College. 

Miss Marcia Noyes, Medical and Chirurgical Faculty, Baltimore. 
Miss Edna Poole, Academy Medicine, Toronto. 

Mr. Alfred Robert, Columbia University. 

Dr. Stewart Roberts, Atlanta, Ga. 

Miss Elisabeth Runge, University Texas. 

Dr. Lewis Taylor, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Miss Alice Thayer, Clifton Springs Sanitarium. 

Miss Elisabeth Thies, School Hygiene, Johns Hopkins University. 
Miss Myrtle Tye, Calhoun Medical Library, Atlanta, Ga. 

Mrs. Ethel St. Louis University. 

Mrs. Julia Clush Wheeler, University Pittsburgh. 

Miss Marjorie Wildes, Yale University. 

Dr. Linsly Williams, New York City. 

Miss Harriet Wilson, Library, Chicago. 

Dr. Wylde, McGill University, Montreal. 


and 


REPORT THE EXCHANGE THE 
MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
June, 1924 May, 1925. 


lists 


numbers apportioned 


journals received 
each. 


monthly lists and 
the Exchange. 
Numbers supplied 


Volumes and numbers 
libraries. 


contributed. 
monthly 


= 
= 
= 
— 


Number books and 


Want List— 
Want List— 


American College Surgeons 
American Medical Association 

Barlow Medical Library 

Boston Medical Library 

Calhoun Medical Library 

Cincinnati Hospital Library 
Cleveland Medical Library Association 


Cornell University Medical College 
Medical Society 
Medical School........ 
Hennepin Co. Medical Society... 
Ford Hospital 
Hospital Library and Service Bureau 
State Library (Des Moines) 
Co. Medical Society 
Janeway Memorial Library 
Jefferson Co. Univ. Louisville Medi- 
Jefferson Medical College 
John Crerar Library 
|Lane Medical Library 
Luzerne Co. Medical Society 
Marquette Medical School 
285| and Chirurgical Faculty 
Society the County Kings..., 
College Virginia 123 
445|Montefiore Hospital 
Tuberculosis 
|New York Academy Medicine 
|New York Homoeopathic Medical College 
New York State Library 
Orleans Parish Medical 
Philadelphia General Hospital 
Pueblo Library 
Ramsey Co. Medical Society 
Rochester Academy Medicine 
Rockefeller Foundation 
149| Inst. for Medical 
Rush Medical College 
San Diego Medical Library Association.... 
Mercy Hospital Medical Library 


|St. Louis Medical Society 
Louis University School Med 
School Hygiene and Health, 
Johns Hopkins University 
Co. Medical Society. 
State University Iowa 


Academy Medicine 
Treadwell Library, Mass. Gen’l Hosp 
Trudeau Sanatorium 
Tuberculosis League Pittsburgh 
University Illinois 


70| 133 
101 
9 
122 


= a 4 s 


Rochester. 

University Tennessee 
University Texas. 


Vancouver Medical Associatio 
Worcester District Medical Library.. 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
1924-1925 
RECEIPTS 
Balance Baltimore Commercial Bank, May 31, $1,755.83 
5.20 
$3,356.57 
EXPENDITURES 
79.13 
10.00 
35.00 
$1,788.01 
Balance, Baltimore Commercial Bank, May 21, $1,568.56 
$3,356.57 
(Signed) JOHN RUHRAH, Treasurer. 


SECRETARY’S REPORT 
1924-1925 


Almost the entire secretarial work during the past year has 
been regard the place and the program for the present meet- 
ing. October, the president, Colonel Wylde, wrote that 
the Osler catalogue was not likely completed for least two 
years, therefore would necessary postpone the Montreal 
meeting indefinitely also suggested his resignation president 
but was prevailed upon finish this year’s service. 

March informal circular letter was sent the librarians 
the libraries belonging the Association announcing the time 
and place the meeting and asking for names for new members 
presented and acted upon this meeting. The letter was 
followed April 28th the program, the entire list mem- 
bers, both physicians and libraries. 

October 11th, letter from the Deutscher Verleger verein 
was received reply (or rather resentment of) the resolu- 
tions drawn the Committee composed Mr. Frankenberger, 
Mr. Bay, and Mr. Wilson our last meeting and adopted the 
Association. This letter was copied once and sent the Com- 
mittee for formal reply which was published the recent issue 
the bulletin. 

WILSON, 


Secretary, Medical Library Association. 


1924 1925 


REPORT COMMITTEE RESOLUTION PROTESTING 
AGAINST HIGH PRICES GERMAN MEDICAL 
BOOKS AND PERIODICALS 


wish report that the resolution adopted the Asso- 
ciation its last meeting, June 9th and 10th, 1924, appeared 
full the August 1924, issue “Science,” and abstract was 
published the July 26, 1924, number the “Journal the Ameri- 
can Medical Association.” far your committee aware, 
neither the original resolution nor our reply sent out March, 
1925, have appeared the “Library Journal,” “Public Libraries” 
“Publishers’ Weekly.” 


From Mr. Raney, Chairman the Committee 
Book Buying, under date July 23, 1924, received letter 
which stated: You are quite justified your com- 
investigation mine some time ago disclosed the fact 
that medicine, chemistry and mathematics that the highest 
prices are being charged the German 

From the American Consulate General, Berlin, under date 
August 18, 1924, received communication, the substance 
which was that the prices German publications were the same 
for domestic trade for foreign subscribers. 

far know, the Deutscher Verlegerverein—Vereinigung 

der medizinischen Verleger (German Publishers’ Association— 
Federation Medical Publishers) did not publish their 
blattes” our original resolution, but they did not fail publish 
their reply October 11, 1924, the same, which they tried 
justify the conditions against which protested. 
The German publishers’ response and our reply it, sub- 
mitted March, 1925, have just been published the last issue 
the “Bulletin” our Association. brief abstract our latest 
response the German publishers’ communication appeared the 
April 25, 1925, issue the “Journal the American Medical Asso- 
ciation.” None the other publications which the original reso- 
lution was sent, have published our most recent response. 

The original resolution called for copy sent every 
member the Association. Your committee does not know this 
was done not. (It was published the “Bulletin” July, 

Several Libraries took upon themselves make known the 
action the Association the various agents through whom they 
were securing their German publications. This brought responses 
from several the German publishers, well from booksellers 
through whom these publications were being imported. 

One publisher said: The protest your American 
friends against the high prices charges for his periodicals 
perhaps may right, but not believe this can said the 

Another the protests you received from 
America against the prices German medical periodicals, they 
could admitted for small part the German publishers, but 
not for them .... With view the purchasing power 
the subscribers periodicals have decreased the number 

The publisher large medical periodicals made 
the following statement his defense prevailing high prices: 

“As long (working) expenses will 
enormous absolutely impossible reduce the prices 
the periodicals, though the loss American customers would 
mean great damage us. This would cause smaller 
print, and increase prices.” 


That our complaint was not justified, endeavored prove 
comparative statement the prices the sheets German, 
American and English periodicals, upon the same subjects. 

Another wrote us: take the privilege 
inform you that was one the very first the German publishers 
reduce the cost his publications for equal the 
price Germany.” 

From large bookseller and importer, Leipzig, received the 
following: 

“Your account the resolution the annual meeting, 
Chicago, June 9th and 10th, 1924, the National Library 
Association, representing the 200 medical libraries the 
United States anad Canada has been very interesting one 
way, but the same time rather depressing another way. 


very obliged for your kind information this matter. 


have taken notice and have passed com- 
mittees and persons coming especially into question for this 
matter. consider such importance, that shall 
our utmost notify the German book-trade 
ticularly the publishers association.” 

Another prominent bookseller Switzerland wrote us: 

“We have made numerous complaints German pub- 
lishers concerning their prices during the last two years and 
published some articles the Borsenblatt, but without any 
result. have got similar letters from other 
publishers, saying that the number subscriptions has 
greatly diminished. 

“The resolution the Medical Library Association has 
not been published the Borsenblatt. This shows best, 
how foreign complaints are treated the German book- 
trade. would advise the Library Association mail 
directly all the important publishers the resolution.” 


stated our recent response the German Publishers’ 
Association, the German publisher who tried justify his charges 


showing the cost per sheet his various publications com- 


pared with similar English and American periodicals did not com- 
plete the picture also showing the annual output volumes and 
numbers his publications comparison with the English and 
American periodicals. Let take one examgle: 1924, his 
periodical, four volumes consisting five numbers each, and four 
numbers another volume were issued cost $58.88, while 
the English periodical one volume was issued consisting four 
numbers cost £1-10-0 ($7.50) and the American publica- 
tion, two volumes six numbers each cost $6.00 for 
the year. 

Here the condition against which lodged further com- 
plaint our latest response the German publishers’ reply. Not 
only are the prices extraordinarily high, but the output far 


excess any previous period and reaching point where many 
libraries with limited budgets are unable continue their sub- 
scriptions. 

demand was recently made upon the publisher one the 
“Jahresberichte” for which charge Gold Marks was made 
($18.09) the reason for this exorbitant price. This was 
unbound volume, octavo size, 969 pages without illustration. 
The previous volume received comprised 604 pages and cost $8.03. 
Although there difference 365 pages between these two pub- 
lications, there increase the cost $10.06, over 100%. 
our demand, asked: 

“Are believe that German physicians are paying 
Gold Marks, $18.00, for this same 

his explanation, this publisher wrote, follows: 

“For the publications firm charge only gold 
marks, and the same supplying foreigners. The German 
customer has therefore pay the same price, the recipient 
abroad. For the “Jahresbericht Jahrgang 
the price had made Marks, which applies all 
deliveries Germany and outside. 


“You are aware that the issue such Jahresberichten and 
similar undertakings, view the limited demand, can only 
relatively small. That evidently cannot without in- 
fluence the high selling price. beg you further please 
indicate your customer that even with the relatively high 
price the publication you cannot count rule cover- 
ing the cost production and distribution, etc. general 
might add that especially German publishers commit them- 
selves much more frequently undertakings that only under 
the most favorable circumstances promise small profit and 
that usually however mean seemingly sure loss. Foreign 
publishers, with very few exceptions, avoid undertakings 
with which advance profit not included. 
“Determination the selling price naturally based 
most careful calculation. Even the interest large 


distribution and easier disposal the lowest possible 


price charged for such publications. may also call atten- 
tion the fact that all subscribers former years have also 
received the present report (Bericht). Complaints regarding 
high prices have, however, not been received excepting the 
one from you.” 
Several publishers have, however, the past year established 
custom printing upon their journals the number issues com- 
prising volume and the definite price Gold Marks, or, the 
case some, the price per volume the coin standard the 
various countries. 
far have been able discover from the libraries who 
publish lists their new accessions, very few are purchasing Ger- 


TER 


man medical books. This due, doubt, the prohibitive cost. 
cite instance which has been referred the committee. 

1921, Volume Sauerbruch’s “Die Chirurgie der Brust- 
organe” was purchased cost $15.00. Upon the appearance 
Volume short time ago, the list price 258 Gold Marks, 
our money, $61.92, increase 300%. Are understand 
that economic conditions Germany have changed this period 
time warrant such outrageous charge? 

doubt every member has read the resolution and our reply 
published the “Bulletin” and those who are subscribing the 
German periodicals know the present costs and output. 

While many the Libraries have discontinued the purchase 
German books, several have asked, view prevailing condi- 
tions regarding German periodicals, are ready co-operate 
unit carrying out our threat and discontinuing our sub- 
scriptions all German periodicals, least those where the 
output excessive and the annual subscription cost out all pro- 
portion, and further where subscription price given. 

This decision, not believe, can made the spur 
the moment this meeting, this matter would doubt have 
submitted for consideration the governing authorities the 
various libraries, but might advisable that questionnaire 
prepared and sent every Library member the Association, 
requesting the number German periodicals subscribed for and 
they would willing, provided all other libraries co-operated and 
agreed, cancel their subscriptions until such time the German 
publishers curtailed their annual output 
periodicals, and decreased the cost the same. this proposition 
approved, order that time will lost making effective, 
will necessary give our Executive Committee power and 
instructions proceed promptly carrying into effect the action 
the Association. 

While there are other means meeting these conditions, 
seems desirable proceed first along the lines indicated. 


Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES FRANKENBERGER, 


Chairman, Committee Resolution Protesting Against High 
German Medical Books and Periodicals. 


PRACTICAL EDUCATION THE MEDICAL STUDENT 
LIBRARY METHODS 
McGill University 
Past presidents this Association have, their annual ad- 
dresses frequently discussed the medical library its relation 
the graduate medicine, but far aware, little reference 
has been made them the great need and growing importance 


the medical library the student body, and the necessity 
impressing upon them the proper use the medical literature that 
available them. 

important for bear mind that the medical students 
today are the teachers, research workers, specialists and general 
practitioners tomorrow, and their hands will rest the future 
medicine for whole generation. 


address before this Association last year discussed 
among other library matters the advisability giving medical 
students some practical instruction bibliographic methods. 
has, for some years, been the custom the better medical schools, 
provide their students with library, with proper lighting facil- 
ities, comfortable tables and chairs, and the most important text 
and reference books. too many instances the medical library 
has begun and ended there. Too little has been done acquaint 
him, practical way, with the real value the library and the 
means whereby can obtain for himself the mass wealth 
literature contained there. Without this knowledge cannot 
expected derive for himself the complete benefits the medical 
library. 

lamentable see how ignorant the majority recent gradu- 
ates medicine can be, not only the ordinary arrangment 
library which has been his privilege and custom spend long 
hours reading, but the history bibliography well. 
has, most cases, only superficial knowledge medical jour- 
nals, their general make-up, and their usefulness, and has, perhaps, 
never heard the standard works reference. 

have, late, frequently been informed recent graduates 
that they find themselves hopelessly ignorant the practical uses 
the library. Our own graduates have often expressed 
their great regret that they have not obtained instruction the 
proper use medical literature during their college course. 
cannot wholly charge this fault the student, the majority 
whom are anxious learn are any group university 
students. 

For some years there has been given McGill University 
series library methods, which attendance 
was voluntary: Such arrangement automatically selected those 
with bookish minds, men who were already keenly interested the 
library, some them from the mere love books, men who, with- 
out personal direction, sooner later, would become familiar with 
library methods; but the great majority students were left 
their ignorance, and sustained effort was made help them 
practical way. 

have for some time appreciated this defect, but not until 
the past two years was serious attempt made correct it, when 
regular lectures were given. Part the time was occupied out- 
lining briefly the history bibliography, and tracing the expan- 


sion the catalogues down the present time. More time was 
given explaining the construction, scope and how best use the 
standard bibliographies today. For this purpose the epidiascope 
was found very useful. sample page the current indexes 
thrown the screen can clearly explained, and more easily 
comprehended than mere description it. explanation the 
various systems classification, especially the Dewey and Boston 
medical systems, was given. present, McGill, use the 
Dewey and for this reason was emphasized. 
example practical research followed, and some advice was given 
the steps taken the preparation and publication 
paper thesis. Next year proposed give similar, though 
somewhat enlarged, course the incoming and senior years; 
this means the entire student body will have received instruction. 
Such short course, have outlined it, should given two 
lectures this year our attempt cover the necessary ground 
found one lecture period hardly sufficient. obtain effective 
results the lectures should followed the library practical 
investigations the parts the students and this they would 
receive considerable help from willing library staff. 


was, believe, Osler’s custom ask his students and house- 
men search for article given subject, giving them only 
hint where they might find it. This was practical method 
make the student use the library catalogue itself well the 
standard references. would call attention certain journal 
given month and ask for expression opinion the 
material contained it. 

past years when the medical course was limited four years 
the student had perhaps little time for study other than that found 
text-books. Today with the lengthening the course six 
seven years, will, hope, soon become the policy the medical 
schools set aside some hours for instruction library methods. 


This lengthening the course medicine has been found 
necessary account the greater amount knowledge that the 
student required imbibe before his graduation. Probably 
time the history medicine has the progress been great 
the past decade. Research biochemistry, physiology, gen- 
eral medicine and surgery has made tremendous strides. con- 
crete examples one may mention the recent advances the treat- 
ment diabetes, and the treatment and prevention scarlet fever. 
important for the student follow step by. step such in- 
vestigation. How can this? Certainly not consulting 
the text-books for the carefully written articles found there have 
many cases become obsolete almost before the book has been 
printed. may fortunate enough hear lecture the in- 
vestigator some late work, but rule must depend upon 
the more recent articles appearing the journals and monographs. 
this reading should guided his teacher. This will tend 


take him away from the purely text-book variety reading, 
will give him better idea and knowledge the journals, and will 
help broaden his view medicine generally. 


TRAINING FOR MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 


Boston Medical Library 


Before considering the subject special training for medical 
library workers and medical librarians first necessary inquire 
into the differences existing between the general reference library 
and the medical library. 

The medical library characterized its highly specialized 
literature, largely foreign languages. The first essential difference, 
then, the field bibliography and research where will found 
complete system reference sources new the general reference 
worker. the domain library technique and methods the important 
differences are found the classification and the subject 
heading schedules. 

Except for these two very important divisions the knowledge 
attained any good library school may applied with success. 
immaterial which methods systems are used long they 
are satisfactory and meet the requirements good service the 
lowest cost compatible with such service. 

Medical libraries may divided into groups according their 
affiliations and the bibliographical requirements each group may 
differ some degree. The technical problems will remain un- 
changed. They may also divided into large and small libraries where 
the technical and bibliographical situation will the same, but 
where the administrative problems are quite different. Theoretically 
any medical library should prepared receive, care for and make 
thoroughly available all material coming into its possession. Such 
being the case the department bibliography and research should 
competent carry out this requirement. 

Unfortunately the small, under-manned library predominates 
and presents the greatest problem for consideration. The small library 
essentially one-man proposition and even when employing num- 
ber assistants works unit. Its librarian must specialist 
many fields, possessing more than the average knowledge many 
subjects and have considerable administrative and executive ability. 

the large library, which can divided into departments, 
acquisition, catalogue, shelf, reference and administrative, the 
director should have administrative and executive ability high 
degree. need not specialist many fields, but should have 


sufficient knowledge and acquaintance with all branches that 
may able check the work his department heads. 

physician, times serious handicap. The average physi- 
cian not executive administrator. The head the reference 
and research department may physician the advantage the 
position provided has all the othér necessary qualifications. 

The qualities essential for medical librarian can divided 
into three groups, personal, natural and acquired. 

the first group may mentioned pleasing personality, 
natural courtesy and tact. 

The natural qualities desirable are: 

Good memory, well-balanced judgment, language sense 
natural ability languages, book sense, initiative, assimilative 
power, versatility, executive ability, administrative ability. 

Acquired abilities thorough acquaintance with the knowledge 
modern library administration, methods and technique; extensive but 
superficial knowledge medicine and the allied and collateral sciences 
thorough knowledge medicine bibliography and general and 
average prices medical and scientific books and serials, and 
special library methods and technique used medical libraries. 

The minimum requirements for beginners the medical 
library field, should the personal qualities, before mentioned, 
good memory, language sense, high school education, during which 
the so-called college preparatory course with its Latin, modern 
foreign languages and science has been taken. Having this foundation 
the second group qualities can developed present the indi- 
vidual and training can given the subjects the third group, 
this way developing staff within the organization. 

For department heads and librarians college training desir- 
able, with least one year library school, followed one 
year supervised post-graduate work. This post-graduate course 
should given large, modern, medical library, which enjoys the 
confidence the country, where most the instruction would 


form demonstrations, observation and actual work. might 


given conjunction with library school, but personally not 
favor didactic instruction. 

The curriculum might include such subjects as: 

General bibliography, medical bibliography, standard texts, 
book selection, classifications, methods research, medical 
reference sources, standard periodicals and serials, average and 
general prices, subjects particular interest, not usually given 
library course. 

Some method should devised whereby superficial knowl- 
edge medicine all its branches could acquired students 
preferably through collateral reading. 

There ‘is need medical compend written especially for 
medical librarians and not for medical students. 
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THE MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION AND THE HIGH 
COST GERMAN MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS 


the annual meeting the Medical Library Association, held 
Atlantic City May, one the most important subjects under 
discussion was the present attitude the German medical pub- 
lishers the high prices charged foreign subscribers for their 
medical publications and the greatly increased output their 
periodicals. 


compliance with the action taken, the Executive Committee 
now making investigation this matter. result its 
findings, decide whether not concerted action the 
part medical libraries America will cause the German pub- 
lishers curtail their output and reduce the cost their publica- 
tions their American customers. 


number the libraries the Association have donated 
freely their duplicates and other organizations have provided sub- 
scriptions for American medical publications aid German libraries 
and physicians replenishing their depleted files and acquiring 
current literature. appears from the action the German medi- 
cal publishers toward American purchasers their publications 
that this evidence good will and co-operation our part has 
been little appreciated. 


All individual subscribers and purchasers German medical 
publications are asked lend their endorsement the effort now 
being made the libraries. Those willing join the move- 
ment order bring about united action the part both 
libraries and individual subscribers are requested communicate 
with Miss Margaret Brinton, Librarian, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 


Minnesota. 


